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At the end of the day, the 
most overwhelming key to a 

child's success is the 
positive involvement of 

parents.  

Jane D. Hull  

We are all  

writers … 

And Finally 

 
Many thanks for all your well wishes to the staff over the last few weeks, as well as the cards, gifts and thank you notes 
you’ve sent. It is very much appreciated by everyone. I wish you all the very best for Christmas and the New Year. 

 

Have a good Christmas Break                         Simon Billings 
 
 

        

   

 

Please remember that today is the last day of the Autumn Term. The first day of 
the Spring Term is Tuesday 5th January 2021. 

Coronavirus 

One of the e-mails that we were asked to forward this week, was less 
than helpful, so I thought it might be useful to clarify as it currently 

stands. 

- Schools have been asked to keep their channels of communication open 
with parents over the Christmas Break. In short this means that if one 

of the children test positive for Coronavirus going forward it is im-
portant that you let us know by e-mail at admin@st-

johnsgreen.essex.sch.uk (please include in this information, the child’s 
name and their class, when their symptoms started as well as an image 

of the confirmation text from Track and Trace). 

- The school will then contact PHE through Essex CC and if necessary, 
notify other parents that there has been a positive case and that fami-

lies must Self Isolate. 

- The requirement for Self Isolation is currently 10 days but the 
amount of time families are asked to Self Isolate for does vary depend-

ing on the time gap between the onset of symptoms and the positive 
test. 

- If we do need to contact parents we will notify you by text and e-mail. 

- If you have not heard from the school by Christmas Eve, you can 
breathe a sigh of relief. This is because any positive test confirmed 
after this date is deemed not to affect the class bubble but only the 

family (and any contacts they have had). 

If any family has a positive test after Christmas, please notify us by e-
mail including the date of when your Self Isolation comes to an end. 

Hopefully, for the immediate future that clarifies everything, however, 
trying to keep up with the news at the moment is an impossible task and 
the Government seem to be making random decisions all over the place. 

At the present time, our understanding is that Primary Schools will 
return as stated (for us on the 5th January) for all children. If that 

changes over the next few days, then we will notify you by text and e-
mail. 

However, please don’t rely on the news for information. School’s re-
sponses come after they have been advised by county, who are privy to 
more information than we are told on the news—this means that there 

could be a delay of a few days between a news item and schools contact-
ing parents. 

 

In short I’d say this, please try not to overthink or over worry about it. 
This will be a classic case of no news is good news as far as Self Isola-

tion and school opening is concerned. 

What I would also say is this. Have a very good Christmas and I wish you 
the very best for the New Year. See you in January. 

Christmas Quiz 

On Page 2 of the 
newsletter is the 
annual Christmas 

Quiz. 50 questions 
designed to alleviate 

the monotony of 
television, if only for 

a few hours. 

As always, I have 
sent it to my father, 
who despite numer-
ous efforts, has still 
not managed yet to 

attain 100% 

Maybe this will be 
his year! 

Our Website...Christmas! 

Many of you have already discovered some of the Christmas treats that we have 
popped on the website over the last few days. If you haven’t, just a quick sum-

mary. 

1, It’s now snowing (at least on the website). 

2, Dominik the Donkey (A very special rendition by the EYFS staff 
with a very special guest appearance). 

3, The 12 Days of Christmas, an alternative version by Year 1.  

(Both Dominik and the alternative 12 days are on the ‘Welcome ‘ page of the web-
site. 

4, An EYFS Nativity. Each of our EYFS classes retold the Christmas Story in their 
own special way. These are available by going to ‘Curriculum Information’ and then 

‘Early Years Foundation Stage’. 

The 
Polar 

Express, 
Arthur 
Christ-
mas and 
Elves! 

Yester-
day, the 

school was awash with children who 
had simply rolled out of bed and 
come in without bothering to get 
dressed  - and the same could be 
applied to a lot of the staff too. 

What a genu-
inely, great day 
those children 

had with a 
plethora of 
different 

‘themed’ activi-
ties. 

The EYFS had 
a whole hot 

chocolate thing 
going on for 
their journey up to the frozen 
North, whilst Year 1 and Year 2 

were busy designing a new jumper 
for Arthur as well as some reindeer 

for his sleigh. 

I’m not sure 
whether the 

elves in Year 3 
were good or 

naughty—
although with 
Mrs O’Shea in 

charge, I would 
probably side 
closer with 
‘naughty’! 

Father Christmas 

Making a surprise guest ap-
pearance this morning and 
creating havoc—especially 

amongst the younger children 
was Father Christmas—who 

took a break from his Christ-
mas preparations to come and 

say hello to all the children and 
drop them off a small gift. If 
the children weren’t high enough when they ar-
rived in school this morning in their Christmas 
garb—they certainly were by the time Father 

Christmas left!. He even popped in to see me—I 
can still hear the bells you know! 

Huge thanks to the PTA, who via their special 
connections arranged this for the children. 

Attendance 

A huge well done and thank you to all parents for 
your commitment in ensuring your children have 
been in school this term, in which has I know, 

been very trying times. Absences for Coronavirus 
are not included as absences, as in these instanc-
es, children are deemed to have been in school. 

These figures also do not include attendance for 
this week. In descending order then: 

Garrison 99%, Mercury 98.7%, Iceni 98.7%, 
Oysters 97.5%, Trinovantes 97.3%, Paxman 

97.2%, Romans 97.2%, Claudius 97.2%, Cymbeline 
97%, Roses 96.3%, Lathes 96.3%, Dutch 96.2%, 

Circus 96.1%, Magnets 95.9%, Star 95.8%, Castle 
95.6%, Chariot 94.6%, Cavalier 94.6%, Jumbo 

94%, Eagles 93.7%, Raedwald 93.3% 

So really well done classes Garrison, Mercury and 
Iceni.  

For those classes languishing at the wrong end of 
the table—A big effort next term, to up that % 
mark and be in school every day. I cannot stress 
how important it is that children attend school 

every day. 

Thank you to everyone for your donations today 
for the different local Charities we’ve been sup-

porting as part of our ‘Christmassy Day’. Totals so 
far are: 

EYFS (Home Start Colchester £83), Yr 1 
(Children’s Liver Foundation £68), Year 2 

(Colchester Zoo £81), Year 3 (Youth Enquiry 
Service £70), Year 4 (Refugee Action Colchester 
£76), Year 5 (Help for Edward £143), Year 6 (St 

Helena Hospice £94) 




