             Biography of Wassily Kandinsky
Wassily Kandinsky was born in December 1866, in Moscow, Russia. As a child he loved music and learned to play the piano and the cello. Later, he studied economics and law at the University of Moscow before becoming a teacher. 

When he was 30 he went to Munich, Germany and began to study art. He focused, at first, on creating sketches of human bodies. 

Later, he settled in Germany after World War I where he taught art at the Bauhaus school and painted until the Nazis came into power. At that point (1933), he went back to France where he remained for the rest of his life.


Kandinsky’s artwork is called abstract. His paintings are made up of lots of shapes. We will all see something different when we look at his work. Kandinsky used music to help him work. His favourite was jazz. He listened to the music to help decide what colours and shapes to use. Kandinsky was trying to create the same effect on a viewer of his paintings as a beautiful piece of music has on a listener. He wanted the person looking at the painting to see an emotion like happiness, excitement, hope, calmness or sadness. 
Kandinsky died in December 1944. He was 78 years old.
1. When was Kandinsky born? 
2. Which instruments did he play?
3. Which university did he go to?
4. How old was he when he went to Germany to study art? 
5. Why did he go back to France? 
6. When did he go back to France?
7. What is Kandinsky’s artwork called? 

8. What did Kandinsky use to help him work?

9. What was his favourite sort of music?
10. Why did he listen to music?
11. What did he want people to feel when they looked at his paintings? 
12. How old was he when he died?
