
Di rec t ions : F i rs t ,  sk im and scan for each key word in the passage and  h igh l i ght .  Next ,  read the 
passage twice and co lour a smi ley face each t ime you read . An adu l t  may l i s ten to you read and 
they wi l l  co lour the larger face . F ina l ly ,  answer a l l  the quest ions on the sheet .   

Key words:
We can learn about the past in a var iety of
ways. Photographs, paint ings, books, wr i t ing,
ta lk ing and objects provide us with evidence.
We use these sources of evidence in order
to bui ld up a picture of the past . One
important cons iderat ion for a l l who want to
learn more about the past is that we must
preserve as much evidence as poss ib le . This
has not always been the case.
Thieves have always been ready to stea l
ancient treasures and either sel l them or
melt them down into prec ious meta ls . Many
great treasures were lost to grave-robbers
over the centur ies . Dur ing the n ineteenth
century, Europeans vis i ted Egypt in order to
f ind anc ient objects and send them to their
own countr ies .
One of the most famous European
adventurers in Egypt was an Ita l ian cal led
Giovanni Belzon i . He was over two metres
tal l and worked as a fa i rground strongman in
England before travel l ing to Egypt to sel l
mach inery . Once there he rea l ised that
sending objects to Europe cou ld make h im
rich.
He is remembered for moving the g iant head
of Ramesses I I across the desert to the Ni le
from where it cou ld be sh ipped to England .
I t st i l l stands in the Bri t ish Museum today.
Belzon i was not wel l educated man, he was
an amateur archaeologist . As an explorer , he
was mot ivated by f ind ing h idden treasure so
that he cou ld sel l the artefacts to co l lectors .
His methods were often destruct ive and
qui te unusual but h is d iscover ies la id the
foundat ion for the scient i f ic study of
Egypto logy . From th is po int of v iew, Howard
Carter summed up Belzoni as "one of the
most remarkable men in the ent i re h istory of
Archaeology ."

• evidence
• ancient
• amateur
• discoveries
• archaeology

1. What sources of evidence can be 
used to learn about the past?

Add these 
words to your 

g lossary

Retr ieval quest ions:

2. Why were many great treasures 
lost?

3. What is Belzoni famous for?

5. T r ue Fa l s e

Belzon i  was born in France .

Be lzon i  was two metres ta l l .

Be lzon i  was a profess iona l 
archaeo log is t

Howard Car ter admi red 
Be lzon i

4. How does the author descr ibe 
Belzoni ’s methods?

@redha i r e d t e ach



Di rec t ions : F i rs t ,  sk im and scan for each key word in the passage and  h igh l i ght .  Next ,  read the 
passage twice and co lour a smi ley face each t ime you read . An adu l t  may l i s ten to you read and 
they wi l l  co lour the larger face . F ina l ly ,  answer a l l  the quest ions on the sheet .   

Key words:
We can learn about the past in a var iety of
ways. Photographs, paint ings, books, wr i t ing,
ta lk ing and objects provide us with evidence.
We use these sources of evidence in order
to bui ld up a picture of the past . One
important cons iderat ion for a l l who want to
learn more about the past is that we must
preserve as much evidence as poss ib le . This
has not always been the case.
Thieves have always been ready to stea l
ancient treasures and either sel l them or
melt them down into prec ious meta ls . Many
great treasures were lost to grave-robbers
over the centur ies . Dur ing the n ineteenth
century, Europeans vis i ted Egypt in order to
f ind anc ient objects and send them to their
own countr ies .
One of the most famous European
adventurers in Egypt was an Ita l ian cal led
Giovanni Belzon i . He was over two metres
tal l and worked as a fa i rground strongman in
England before travel l ing to Egypt to sel l
mach inery . Once there he rea l ised that
sending objects to Europe cou ld make h im
rich.
He is remembered for moving the g iant head
of Ramesses I I across the desert to the Ni le
from where it cou ld be sh ipped to England .
I t st i l l stands in the Bri t ish Museum today.
Belzon i was not wel l educated man, he was
an amateur archaeologist . As an explorer , he
was mot ivated by f ind ing h idden treasure so
that he cou ld sel l the artefacts to co l lectors .
His methods were often destruct ive and
qui te unusual but h is d iscover ies la id the
foundat ion for the scient i f ic study of
Egypto logy . From th is po int of v iew, Howard
Carter summed up Belzoni as "one of the
most remarkable men in the ent i re h istory of
Archaeology ."

• evidence
• ancient
• amateur
• discoveries
• archaeology

1. What sources of evidence can be 
used to learn about the past?

Add these 
words to your 

g lossary

Retr ieval quest ions:

Photographs, paintings, books, writing 
and talking

2. Why were many great treasures 
lost?

3. What is Belzoni famous for?

5. T r ue Fa l s e

Belzon i  was born in France .
✓

Belzon i  was two metres ta l l .
✓

Belzon i  was a profess iona l 
archaeo log is t

✓

Howard Car ter admi red 
Be lzon i

✓

He is remembered for moving the 
giant head of Ramesses II across the 
desert to the Nile 

4. How does the author descr ibe 
Belzoni ’s methods?

@redha i r e d t e ach

Many great treasures were lost to 
grave-robbers over the centuries.

His methods were often destructive 
and quite unusual. 

Answers



Di rec t ions : F i rs t ,  sk im and scan for each key word in the passage and  h igh l i ght .  Next ,  read the 
passage twice and co lour a smi ley face each t ime you read . An adu l t  may l i s ten to you read and 
they wi l l  co lour the larger face . F ina l ly ,  answer a l l  the quest ions on the sheet .   

Key words:Howard Carter was search ing for an und iscovered
tomb of a Pharaoh . H is work was pa id for by Lord
Carnarvon , who announced that th is was the last
year he cou ld af ford to support the search .

“Wi th t rembl ing hands I made a t iny breach in the
upper le f t hand corner… widen ing the ho le a l i t t le I
inserted the cand le and peered in… at f i rs t I cou ld
see noth ing , the hot a i r escap ing f rom the
chamber caus ing the cand le f lame to f l i cker ,
present ly deta i ls of the room emerged s low ly f rom
the mist , s t range an ima ls , s tatues and go ld –

everywhere the g l in t of gold”

Carter ’s d iary :

1 s t November 1922
I enro l led my workmen and was ready to beg in .
4 t h November 1922
Someth ing out of the ord inary happened . A step
cut in the rock had been d iscovered .
5 t h November 1922 .
Step succeeded step: towards sunset there was
d isc losed the upper part of a doorway .
6 t h November 1922
Cable to Lord Carnarvon in Eng land : “A magni f i cent
tomb wi th sea l i n tact ! ”
23 r d November 1922
Lord Carnarvon arr ives .
24 t h November 1922
The who le sta i rcase was c lear . We made out the
name of Tutankhamun .
25 t h November 1922
We unb locked the door and found a descend ing
passage f i l led wi th stone and pebble .
26 t h November 1922
The day of days . We came upon a second sea led
doorway .
27 t h November 1922
Carefu l inspect ion of the Antechamber and
d iscovery of the Annex.
29 t h November 1922
Off ic ia l open ing .
3 r d December 1922
Tomb sealed aga inst th ieves .
25 t h December 1922
The f i rs t ob jects removed from the tomb.

• tomb
• chamber
• disclosed
• intact
• descending

1. Who funded Howard Carter’s 
expedit ion?

Add these 
words to your 

g lossary

Retr ieval quest ions:

2. What date was the ‘day of days’?

3. What date was the tomb off ic ia l ly 
opened?

4. How do you know that Howard 
Carter’s expedit ion had gone on for 
some t ime (support your answer with 
evidence from the text)? 

@redha i r e d t e ach

Inference  quest ions:

5. Why do you th ink Howard Carter 
had ‘trembl ing hands’ ?



Di rec t ions : F i rs t ,  sk im and scan for each key word in the passage and  h igh l i ght .  Next ,  read the 
passage twice and co lour a smi ley face each t ime you read . An adu l t  may l i s ten to you read and 
they wi l l  co lour the larger face . F ina l ly ,  answer a l l  the quest ions on the sheet .   

Key words:Howard Carter was search ing for an und iscovered
tomb of a Pharaoh . H is work was pa id for by Lord
Carnarvon , who announced that th is was the last
year he cou ld af ford to support the search .

“Wi th t rembl ing hands I made a t iny breach in the
upper le f t hand corner… widen ing the ho le a l i t t le I
inserted the cand le and peered in… at f i rs t I cou ld
see noth ing , the hot a i r escap ing f rom the
chamber caus ing the cand le f lame to f l i cker ,
present ly deta i ls of the room emerged s low ly f rom
the mist , s t range an ima ls , s tatues and go ld –

everywhere the g l in t of gold”

Carter ’s d iary :

1 s t November 1922
I enro l led my workmen and was ready to beg in .
4 t h November 1922
Someth ing out of the ord inary happened . A step
cut in the rock had been d iscovered .
5 t h November 1922 .
Step succeeded step: towards sunset there was
d isc losed the upper part of a doorway .
6 t h November 1922
Cable to Lord Carnarvon in Eng land : “A magni f i cent
tomb wi th sea l i n tact ! ”
23 r d November 1922
Lord Carnarvon arr ives .
24 t h November 1922
The who le sta i rcase was c lear . We made out the
name of Tutankhamun .
25 t h November 1922
We unb locked the door and found a descend ing
passage f i l led wi th stone and pebble .
26 t h November 1922
The day of days . We came upon a second sea led
doorway .
27 t h November 1922
Carefu l inspect ion of the Antechamber and
d iscovery of the Annex.
29 t h November 1922
Off ic ia l open ing .
3 r d December 1922
Tomb sealed aga inst th ieves .
25 t h December 1922
The f i rs t ob jects removed from the tomb.

• tomb
• chamber
• disclosed
• intact
• descending

1. Who funded Howard Carter’s 
expedit ion?

Add these 
words to your 

g lossary

Retr ieval quest ions:

His work was paid for by Lord 
Carnarvon,

2. What date was the ‘day of days’?

3. What date was the tomb off ic ia l ly 
opened?

29th November 1922 was the 
official opening.

4. How do you know that Howard 
Carter’s expedit ion had gone on for 
some t ime (support your answer with 
evidence from the text)? 

@redha i r e d t e ach

Inference  quest ions:

5. Why do you th ink Howard Carter 
had ‘trembl ing hands’ ?

I think he had trembling hands because he 
may have been nervous and also excited.

26th November 1922 was the day 
of days. 

I know that the expedition had gone on for some 
time because in the first paragraph it says it is the 
‘last year’ he could afford to support the search. 
Suggesting it had gone on for a number of years.

Answers



Di rec t ions : F i rs t ,  sk im and scan for each key word in the passage and  h igh l i ght .  Next ,  read the 
passage twice and co lour a smi ley face each t ime you read . An adu l t  may l i s ten to you read and 
they wi l l  co lour the larger face . F ina l ly ,  answer a l l  the quest ions on the sheet .   

Key words:
• chariots
• in laid
• curious
• pharaoh
• sarcophagus

1. What d id Carter do before 
removing the objects from the tomb?

Add these 
words to your 

g lossary

Retr ieval quest ions:

2. How did Carter descr ibe 
Tutankhamun's death mask?

3. Where are many of the treasures 
from the tomb kept nowadays?

4. How did the author descr ibe the 
boxes found in the tomb?

@redha i r e d t e ach

Choice  quest ions:

5. Why do you th ink the word ‘sol id ’ ’  
in an i ta l ic font?

Tutankhamun Revealed…

Thieves had ra ided the ante-chamber
soon after bur ia l . They had taken only
smal l , valuable, easi ly carr ied objects .
Other larger i tems had been thrown
around the chamber and were p i led up in
heaps when Carter f i rst saw them.
There were more than 2000 separate
objects in the four rooms of the tomb.
Many were covered in go ld . Carter had
photographs taken before they began to
remove the objects from the tomb.
Carter descr ibed what he saw:

“… exqu is i te ly pa inted and in la id caskets;
a labaster vases; bouquets of f lowers or
leaves; beds; chai rs beaut i fu l ly carved; a
golden in la id throne; a heap of cur ious
whi te oviform boxes; on the left a
confused p i le of overturned char iots,
gl istening with gold and in lay .”

Carter began work on the coff ins of
Tutankhamun in October . There was a
wooden outer coff in . A second coff in
covered in go ld and a th i rd coff in made of
sol id go ld . Ins ide the coff in lay the body of
the pharaoh, the head and shou lders
covered with what Carter ca l led “a
br i l l iant , magnif icent , burn ished gold mask.”

Tutankhamun is the only pharaoh who has
been discovered in the wrapping, coff ins
and sarcophagus in which he was bur ied .
I t was dec ided to examine the body in the
tomb.
Most of the treasures found in the tomb
are now in the Cairo Museum. The body
has been rebur ied in the tomb.



Di rec t ions : F i rs t ,  sk im and scan for each key word in the passage and  h igh l i ght .  Next ,  read the 
passage twice and co lour a smi ley face each t ime you read . An adu l t  may l i s ten to you read and 
they wi l l  co lour the larger face . F ina l ly ,  answer a l l  the quest ions on the sheet .   

Key words:
• chariots
• in laid
• curious
• pharaoh
• sarcophagus

1. What d id Carter do before 
removing the objects from the tomb?

Add these 
words to your 

g lossary

Retr ieval quest ions:

Carter had photographs taken before 
they began to remove the objects 
from the tomb

2. How did Carter descr ibe 
Tutankhamun's death mask?

3. Where are many of the treasures 
from the tomb kept nowadays?

Most of the treasures found in the 
tomb are now in the Cairo Museum

4. How did the author descr ibe the 
boxes found in the tomb?

@redha i r e d t e ach

Choice  quest ions:

5. Why do you th ink the word ‘sol id ’ ’  
in an i ta l ic font?

Often words are put in italics to draw the 
readers attention to it or to emphasise the 
word. In this case ‘solid’ is in italics for 
emphasis – to show just how valuable the 
coffin was.  

Tutankhamun Revealed…

Thieves had ra ided the ante-chamber
soon after bur ia l . They had taken only
smal l , valuable, easi ly carr ied objects .
Other larger i tems had been thrown
around the chamber and were p i led up in
heaps when Carter f i rst saw them.
There were more than 2000 separate
objects in the four rooms of the tomb.
Many were covered in go ld . Carter had
photographs taken before they began to
remove the objects from the tomb.
Carter descr ibed what he saw:

“… exqu is i te ly pa inted and in la id caskets;
a labaster vases; bouquets of f lowers or
leaves; beds; chai rs beaut i fu l ly carved; a
golden in la id throne; a heap of cur ious
whi te oviform boxes; on the left a
confused p i le of overturned char iots,
gl istening with gold and in lay .”

Carter began work on the coff ins of
Tutankhamun in October . There was a
wooden outer coff in . A second coff in
covered in go ld and a th i rd coff in made of
sol id go ld . Ins ide the coff in lay the body of
the pharaoh, the head and shou lders
covered with what Carter ca l led “a
br i l l iant , magnif icent , burn ished gold mask.”

Tutankhamun is the only pharaoh who has
been discovered in the wrapping, coff ins
and sarcophagus in which he was bur ied .
I t was dec ided to examine the body in the
tomb.
Most of the treasures found in the tomb
are now in the Cairo Museum. The body
has been rebur ied in the tomb.

A bri l l iant , magnif icent , burn ished gold 
mask.

A heap of cur ious white oviform 
boxes.



Use your d ic t ionary to f ind the mean ing of  the words on your read ing sheet and add to the g lossary be low.

Glossary

Word Meaning
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