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At the end of the day, the 
most overwhelming key to a 

child's success is the 
positive involvement of 

parents.  

Jane D. Hull  

We are all  

writers … 

Diary Dates  

Thursday 19th December—Last Day of Autumn Term. 

Monday 6th January—First Day of Spring Term. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THERE ARE OTHER KEY 
DATES ON THE SCHOOL CALENDAR ON THE 

SCHOOL WEBSITE. 

And Finally,  

 
On behalf of all the staff at the school, my thanks for all your support and enthusiasm this term. For reading and practising with your children, for 
coming to school events, for dressing the children up and for paying for trips. My thanks as well for the cards and gifts you have given the staff this 
Christmas just to say thank you. I wish you all the very best for both Christmas and the New Year. May the very best of this year be the very worst 
of next year for you all. 
 

Have a  Great Christmas Break                                                             Simon Billings 
 
 

        

   

Please remember that today is the last day of the Autumn Term. The Spring Term 
starts on Monday 6th January. 

It’s Behind You… 

On Monday, all children in the 
school were treated to the 

thrills and spills of a pantomime 
courtesy of the PTA. 

Tickled Pink Productions came in 
to regale the children with their 
interpretation of Beauty and the 
Beast. Personally I didn’t remem-
ber songs from Frozen, Grease 

and the Greatest Showman in the 
original version of Beauty and the 

Beast—however, it all tied to-
gether seamlessly in a very en-

joyable production. 

To make the pantomime just a 
little bit more special, approxi-

mately thirty children from each 
site were also able to play star-

ring roles in the production. 

Huge thanks to our PTA who paid 
for this Christmas treat for all 
the children and really well done 

to both the children who took 
part and the children who were a 

fantastic audience. 

Colches-
ter 

United V 
Man-

chester 
United 

A little 
bit of 

history 
in the 
making 
yester-
day as the mighty Colches-

ter took on Manchester 
United in the quarter finals 

of the Caraboa Cup. 

The last time Colchester 
United were in the quarter 

finals of a major trophy 
was in 1971 in the FA Cup 
against Everton and sadly 

they lost that day. 

Hope obviously springs 
eternal and five and half 

thousand Colchester fans—
including several from our 
school, travelled up to just 

see if history could be 
made. 

Realistically, it was proba-
bly a stretch and sadly it 
wasn't to be—although 

Colchester did hold Man-
chester United to 0-0 at 

Half Time. 

Sadly, the floodgates 
opened during a 10 minute 
period and Colchester lost 

3—0. 

Back to reality this Satur-
day, as Colchester are 
home to Carlisle in the 

league. I think it’s unlikely 
that Carlisle will be fielding 
the 200 million pound team 

that Manchester United 
were yesterday. 

All Aboard the Polar Express 

Yesterday, our EYFS children went on a 
magical journey aboard the Polar Express. 

Requirements were quite rigid—you had to 
be an EYFS child and you could only get on 

the Polar Express if you had a ticket 
which had been punched. 

Once aboard, the children went on their 
magical journey and were treated to both 

hot chocolate and pop corn. 

To cap off the magical journey, Father Christmas arrived 
bearing gifts for everyone. 

However, the most important question you have to ask is—
’Can you still hear the bells?’ 

 

Christmas Quiz 

As always at this time of year, on the back of the 
newsletter is this year’s Christmas Quiz. 

Fifty questions to tempt and tease you over the 
Christmas period. 

Completed entries need to be handed into either 
school office in the new year. 

Good Luck. 

Father Christmas 

Yesterday morning all the chil-
dren in the school, even the 
more reluctant, cooler older 
ones were treated to a visit 

from Father Christmas who had 
taken time out from his Christ-
mas preparations to pay a visit 
to both our sites and give each 

and every child a small gift. 

Huge thanks to the PTA who had managed to 
persuade the man himself to pop along for the 
morning to see the children in what is quite a 

busy time of year for him. 

Each class also took a vote on whether their 
teachers had been good or bad this year. Appar-

ently five teachers have been voted onto the 
naughty list, which doesn’t bode well for them 
with just a few days to go until the day itself.  

As you know, I would be naturally reticent to 
reveal who the five teachers were and at the 

time of writing only know 3 names and it would be 
unfair to name Miss Wiggins, Miss Stockwell and 

Mrs Raynor without knowing the names of the 
other two! 

Year 1 

A very special well done 
to Year 1 who gave a 

brilliant carol concert 
last Friday in front of a 

packed hall. 

Yesterday, they were 
creative in the extreme 
as they dressed up in a  
plethora of different 
book characters to 

bring some classic books 
to life. 

Year 4—a Museum Experience  

The year 4 children drew on their learning 
from this term to create museum exhibitions 
answering their big question 'What did the 
Romans do for us?'. They researched the 
impacts of the Roman invasion, looking at 

what was introduced to Brit-
ain, if it is still used in the 

same way today and the impact 
it has on our lives. They collated all of their 
knowledge into exhibitions featuring songs, 
artwork, computer programs, informative 

posters and more then opened the museum 
for visits. The teachers are all proud of their 

presentations and effort.  

Dinner Arears 

A reminder please to all 
parents of children in KS2. 

Please if you owe any din-
ner money could you settle 
your account before the 

Christmas Break or in 
other words today. It will 

save us having to chase you 
in the New Year. 

All Things Attendance 

I am both hero and villain when it comes to attendance.  A 
hero if I authorise an absence request, a villain if I don’t. 
The policy however, makes the schools stance quite clear. 
On the one hand we cannot teach the children or enable 

them to build on their learning if they are not in school. On 
the other hand, we very much appreciate the value of family 

time and how much money parents can save by taking a 
period of absence outside of school holidays. 

 For the school to authorise a leave of absence 
request attendance must be 97% or above in the 

preceding 14 weeks.  

 The school can only authorise a maximum of 10 
days in an academic year. 

The school is duty bound to seek a penalty notice if it be-
lieves parents have taken an unauthorised holiday. Which is 
I suppose, a long way of saying: make sure your children are 

in school every day so we can teach them and more im-
portantly if you’re considering a leave of absence request—

so we can authorise it! 

Mrs Battersby 

Over 30 years of 
service at the 

school comes to 
an end today as 
Mrs Battersby, 

our longest mem-
ber of staff is 
hanging up her 
MDA hat, cloth 

and first aid 
prowess and re-
tiring. She will 

still be around as 
she is continuing 
working at the 

Playgroup. Wendy, 
on behalf of the 
school, thank you 

for everything 
you have done and 
the very best of 
luck for the fu-

ture. 




