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And Finally, 

 
On behalf of all the staff and governors at the school, our thanks for all your contributions in making our school the fantastic place it is. On behalf of 
the staff, many thanks for all the cards and gifts you have so generously given as a way of saying thank you. There is never a need but I know it is very 

much appreciated—so thank you. 
 

Have a good Christmas Break and I wish you all the very best for the new year                                   Simon Billings                                                                                                                      
           

   

At the end of the day, 
the most overwhelming 
key to a child's success 

is the positive 
involvement of parents.                                                                  

Jane D. Hull 

We are all  

writers … 

Diary Dates 

Wednesday 20th December—Last Day of Autumn Term. 

Wednesday 3rd January—First Day of Spring Term. 

PLEASE LOOK ON THE CALENDAR OF THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

FOR OTHER DATES/EVENTS THIS TERM  

Reminders 

 Christmas Quiz entries need to be handed into school by 

Monday 8th January. A £10 voucher awaits the winner 

and the quiz is also on the school website. 

 From Wednesday 3rd January, cash payments will no 

longer be taken for Breakfast Club. Parents must pay 

for this please by Sims Agora.  

Books are the bees 

which carry the pollen 

of thought from one 

mind to another. 

James Russell Lowell (Poet.) 

Please remember that today is the last day of the Autumn Term. The Spring 

Term starts on Wednesday 3rd January.  

Unicef—Rights Respecting School. 

I am delighted to be able to tell you that the school has been awarded 

by Unicef, the Rights Respecting School Award—Level One (Silver). 

This is a fantastic achievement for the school and one which recognis-

es the hard work of the school council, the children and Mrs Corani in 

pulling it all together. Specifically the Level 1 achievement makes 

reference to the fundamental premis of the school which is ‘putting children first’ and 

how the Convention provides a framework ‘across the curriculum’ for the school’s work 

and also ‘helps to promote tolerance’. Moving forward towards Level 2 (Gold), you’ll begin 

to see a few changes around the school including, for example, linking our corridor dis-

plays to the rights of children. 

Article 29: Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. 

It should also help you learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect 

other people.   

Beat the Street Xmas 

Walking Trail 

Beat the Street have 

identified several 

shops/organisations in 

Colchester town centre 

that will have alphabet 

letters displayed in 

their windows for 

a Beat the Street 

Xmas Walking Trail. 

This will run for 2 

weeks over Xmas.  

Quiz sheets are down-

loadable from 21st 

December from the 

Beat the Street Face-

book page. 

https://www.facebook.

com/BTSColchester/ 

Players taking part will 

need to use the quiz 

questions to search for 

all of the alphabet 

letters, which will make 

up a word. 

Once players have 

discovered the word, 

they can submit their 

answer via private 

message on the Beat 

the Street Facebook 

page, or drop it off in a 

postbox in Leisure-

world.  

There will be a prize 

draw out of all the 

correctly submitted 

answers and the win-

ners will 

be an-

nounced 

in the 

New 

Year! 

Polar Express 

Our EYFS children went on a magical journey yesterday 

to the North Pole on the Polar Express! Not only did 

they get to sit in the train with a magical ticket, they 

watched the film, drank hot chocolate and received a 

bell because they truly believed! 

Attendance 

As parents, we know 

how important attend-

ance is  for our chil-

dren as it’s the best 

way to set them up for 

their futures. Really 

well done to those 

children who have 

achieved 100% attend-

ance this term and a 

huge well done to 

Claudius who, with 

98.8% attendance for 

this term, will be going 

off to Go Banana’s 

next term for a re-

ward. Really well done 

to Jumbo whose chil-

dren have done brilliantly in their first term at school. 

And well done as well to the classes highlighted in 

green who all have attendance above 97%.  

Christmas Dinner 

I ran out of space last week 

to wax lyrical about how 

well Mrs Burke, Mrs Black-

ery and the catering team 

had done in preparing and cooking our Christmas 

Dinner. I did obviously double check the standard 

for consistency at both sites and it really was 

quite delicious. 

My thanks as well to the 

PTA who bought the Christ-

mas crackers for the dinner 

to ensure the dinner went 

with a bang! 

Class Stalls at the Christmas Fair 

Competition does get a little bit fierce amongst 

the teachers as they compete for the coveted 

crown of making the most profit. In the end it 

was close, with class Dutch and Mrs O’Shea just 

pipping class Castle and Mrs Minshall to the big-

gest profit. 

As follows: Dutch £146.30, Castle £138, Trino-

vantes £131.68, Oysters 3131.50, Star £121, 

Magnets £ 114.90, Roses £110, Mercury £95.60, 

Claudius £90.82, Romans £89.65, Circus £80, 

Jumbo £77.82, Eagles £76, Cavalier £75.30, 

Chariot £63.50, Iceni £52.20, Paxman £36.20 

In total after a few expenses, class stalls raised 

£1540.99 which is a brilliant amount. So again, 

thank you. You do at least 

now all have a plethora of 

very festive things 

adorning your homes, 

crafted lovingly. Perfect! 

Reading 

Everyone 

knows the 

importance we 

place on reading at the school 

and how important it is that we, 

as parents, do our bit by listen-

ing to our children read, even 

with the tears and tantrums, at 

least five times a week. Some 

classes are really moving for-

ward with this, others do need 

a little more input—really well 

done though to class Claudius 

(who have had an excellent 

term) who had a percentage of 

98.27% for reading five times a 

week. Every child in class Clau-

dius will be able to chose a free 

book. Well done as well to Year 

4 who, with 95%, had the most 

reads over all. 

I have been ominously quiet so far this season as the mighty Colches-

ter United have made steady progress up the league two table. There 

are two home games over the break, this Saturday and then again on 

Monday 1st January. The play off places are in touching distance…. 

Year 3 Pupil Alisha Naqvi was presented 

with a Gold Award for the University of 

Essex Arts Education Creative Story 

Writing competition. Well done Alisha!  

We say goodbye today to Mrs Gustafson. 

Mrs Gustafson is leaving us to take up a 

position with Essex Fire Service. With all 

our thanks for everything that Sarah has 

done for the school, we wish her the very 

best. 




